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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 
Welcome to the 2014 South Carolina Annual Conference. 
 
I am looking forward to a spiritually refreshing time with you as we gather to do the business of The 
United Methodist Church in our area. 
 
We return to the Florence Civic Center for a four day period of praying, singing, planning and reporting. 
Once again the Florence District Host Committee and the Florence Convention and Civic Bureau have 
made excellent preparations for us. We are grateful for their efforts and hospitality. 
 
Last year more than 285,000 meals were packed for Stop Hunger Now and we gave a total of $97,752 
to our districts for ministry of compassion, community and hope. The theme for this year is “A More 
Excellent Way: Creating Corridors of Faith, Hope and Love.” Our special emphasis this year is our  
initiative with Children and Poverty, Campus Ministry and the Million Book Campaign. 
 
This session of the annual conference will begin with a Service of Holy Communion. There will be other 
times for worship as we gather for the Service of Ordination and Commissioning on Monday night, a 
young adult led service, “In the beginning was the Word” on Tuesday night, and the Memorial Service on 
Tuesday afternoon. Preachers for the week include Bishop Larry Goodpaster from The Western North 
Carolina Annual Conference, Reverend Tiffany Knowlin, pastor of College Place United Methodist in 
Columbia, South Carolina, and Dr. Kitty Holtzclaw, pastor of Broad Street United Methodist Church in 
Greenwood, South Carolina. The morning devotions will be led by Dr. Robin Dease, Superintendent of 
the Hartsville District. 
 
I expect this to be a glorious time of celebration of the graciousness of God and the generosity of God’s 
people called United Methodist. I invite you to join me in prayer for the clergy and lay members of the 
annual conference as we approach this session in June. Come prepared to celebrate our unity in Christ 
and our deep affection for one another. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
 
 
L. Jonathan Holston 


